“FAITH IN CRISIS:
LUTHER & THE SEARCH FOR CERTAINTY”

Presented by Drs. Robert Sinner & Dana Fearon For
Presbyterian church of Lawrenceville Institute for
Christian Living October 20 & 27




“Year 1500
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ARMAGEDDON ?

 “The Four Horseman of the Apocalypse” were
very real to all people. The “End of Times”
was approaching!
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Church in 14%-15" Centuries

 The AVIGNON PAPACY (Babylonian Captivity)

* The GREAT SCHISM
THREE POPES?

e John Wycliffe & the Lollards
e Jon Huss & Council of Constance

e And on and on.....




He Knew of the Churches Problems

Contempt for the church leadership had become
widespread

Cardinals, bishops and priests, even the pope,

led immoral lives, neglecting church affairs
in pursuit of pleasures

The Educated were reexamining their religious
beliefs.
Major Church Abuses included:
Simony, Pluralism, Absenteeism & Usury
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Religion on the Eve of the Reformation

* Between 1450 and 1520 a series of popes
failed to meet the Church’s spiritual
needs. |

* They were more concerned with the
political interests of the Papal States. {

* Julius ll, the “warrior-pope,” even led
armies against his enemies. |

* Many people were disgusted with him and
the Catholic Church.




7

m
-
53
.
3
g
J
3
S




Monk Martin Luder was unsure
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He had kept every rule to the full
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He became distraughi, for Everywhere he looked he foiind ...




Then ...
He found hope in the Pauline Epistles

» Especially in Romans (Romans 1:17)
» as well as in the Old Testament Book
- of Habakkuk:

» For in it the righteousness of God is
Tevealed tﬁrou(qﬁ ﬁz’tﬁ for aith; as it is

Written, “The one who is r{qﬁtzous will [tve-

by fait




Faith Alone is needed




BUT JOHN TETZEL ARRIVED
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QVICUNQ<ORAT PRO_REGE FRANCIA.
HABET DECEM DIES DE INDULGENTIA

A PAPA INNOC-IVi
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Buy Time off from Purgatory!




At this point Luther was confronted with

the problem of Indulgences

’.} ~H
F@ Triggers of the Reformation in
¥ ' Germany. ...

Religious
® Martin Luther’s personal
doubts
Indulgence selling in 1517

Social

Declining social status of some
elements of German society -
Imperial Knights and peasants
in the face of stronger
princes and towns

Cultural

Rapid transmission of Luther's
works

University environment in which
Luther worked

Political

Multi-national Empire distracted
Charles V's attention
Support/protection that Luther
received from Elector Frederick
the Wise

Imperial distractions with France
and Italy




