
	  
“FAITH	  IN	  CRISIS:	  	  

LUTHER	  &	  THE	  SEARCH	  FOR	  CERTAINTY”	  	  
	  

	  	  

 Presented by Drs. Robert Sinner & Dana Fearon For 
 Presbyterian church of Lawrenceville Institute for  
  Christian Living               October 20 & 27  





•  “The	  Four	  Horseman	  of	  the	  Apocalypse”	  were	  
very	  real	  to	  all	  people.	  The	  “End	  of	  Times”	  
was	  approaching!	  	  













AND THE CHURCH ?  WELL … 



Church in 14th-15th Centuries	

•  The	  AVIGNON	  PAPACY	  (Babylonian	  Cap>vity)	  

• The	  GREAT	  SCHISM	  

THREE	  POPES?	  
	  

•  John	  Wycliffe	  &	  	  the	  Lollards	  
•  Jon	  Huss	  &	  Council	  of	  Constance	  

•  And	  on	  	  and	  on…..	  



He	  Knew	  of	  the	  Churches	  Problems	  

Contempt	  for	  the	  church	  leadership	  had	  become	  
widespread	  	  
	  

	  	  Cardinals,	  bishops	  and	  priests,	  even	  the	  pope,	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  led	  immoral	  lives,	  neglec>ng	  church	  affairs	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  in	  pursuit	  of	  pleasures	  	  

	  	  	  The	  Educated	  were	  reexamining	  their	  religious	  	  
	   	  beliefs.	  	  

Major	  Church	  Abuses	  included:	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Simony,	  Pluralism,	  Absenteeism	  	  &	  Usury	  	  



PAPACY	  AS	  A	  MODEL?	  



WHERE-IN  LAY  SALVATION ?	




Monk Martin Luder was unsure 







He	  went	  to	  Rome	  



He became distraught,   for Everywhere he looked he found …  
 

The  DEVIL	  



Then	  …	  
He	  found	  hope	  in	  the	  Pauline	  Epistles	  

•  Especially in Romans (Romans 1:17)  
•  as well as in the Old Testament Book  
•  of Habakkuk:  
•  For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed through faith for faith; as it is 
written, “The one who is righteous will live 
by faith.”	




Faith Alone is needed 

  
 Faith leads to Good works,  
  BUT, 
	   	   	  Good Works alone  
              are NOT sufficient  
     onto Faith 



BUT JOHN TETZEL ARRIVED 



Buy Time off from Purgatory! 




