Dear Friends,

Fr. Daniel Berrigan, a famous author, poet and peace activist, once said "know where you stand and stand there". It was the sum total of a commencement address he gave at the Catholic prep school Xavier High School in Manhattan. 

We have been standing outside of Delaney Hall for what is coming up on a year and a half. Many of you have heard the story about how Terri Suess came with flyers she called "a call to conscience" listing the teachings of the major religions on how to treat strangers, migrants and foreigners. The idea was to engage the employees in dialogue and convince them not to work there, to see what useful information we could gain from being there and to bear witness. She wanted to make sure what was happening to our neighbors didn't happen in the dark. 

I followed a few days after Terri began standing on Doremus Avenue with her flyers and a sign. It was only a week or two later before we started meeting the visitors. The first visitor Terri met was a US citizen. His wife had been taken during an interview at US Customs and Immigration Services (USCIS). They were there trying to adjust her status. She had a clear path to legal permanent residency and citizenship. 

What we learned from Terri's conversation with him and with the guards was that the visiting hours and policies were not posted anywhere. We would soon learn that while the dress code was posted on-line, not everyone knew to look before they went. 

While people were struggling for their freedom, we saw how important it was for people to get inside to have a visit with their loved ones. We recognized that visits from a loved one were what would allow them to hold on to hope that they would be released or to make a clear headed decision about returning to their birth country. 

We stand there to help our neighbors. We stand there to let them know that what is happening to them will not go without notice. We stand there to help them get inside to visit. We stand with them and provide them with any assistance that we can to continue their struggle to free their loved ones. 

If you are receiving this email, I am assuming that you have chosen to stand there with us. If you haven't made it to Delaney Hall yet, there is still time. We will be here for a while. We know that with our neighbors is where we stand. As long as they are there, we will be too.

Your donations help make our work possible.

Grocery store gift cards are still at the top of the list of needs.  The best cards to give are Shoprite and Stop & Shop. The easiest denominations for us to deal with are $25 and $50. You can bring gift cards to the radical hospitality tent during visitor support hours or donate to the gift card fund here Givebutter.com/GroceryCards

Helping with legal fees & bonds- People are able to free themselves from detention when they can access the legal system. SOMA Community Cares is an organization that has been helping to pay legal fees and bonds for our neighbors for the past few months. If you would like to contribute to their fund you can follow this link givebutter.com/dhfreethemall

You can also donate to Envision Freedom Fund which pays up to $10,000 toward bonds by following this link.

For the tent 
Our greatest need is blankets. The weather is turning colder particularly at night. You may not realize it, but we are very close to the Newark Bay and the winds are constant.  
Land's End has a sale on fleece stadium blankets for $9.58.

We are also in need of shoelaces. We give these out to our neighbors who are released. They are often released without their shoelaces.

You can ship blankets and other supplies to Pax Christi NJ c/o Kathy O'Leary, 151 Division Ave, Millington, NJ 07946.

We are also in need of snacks to serve at the tent. Any individually packaged cookies, chips, granola bars or crackers are welcome, so are apples and mandarins. With the cold weather we are also in need of instant hot chocolate packs and ramen noodles in cups. 
 
Below is the complete list of items for donations that you can drop off during visitor support hours. The shelf stable items we assemble into pantry bags for visitors and for people who were released. Any excess is shared with the Newark Water Coalition that does twice weekly food distributions in Newark.
· Beans (dried & canned)
· Canned tuna fish
· Rice
· Pasta
· Flour
· Cornmeal
· Honey
· Dried Fruits & nuts
· Broth
· Peanut butter
· Shelf stable milk & juice
· Rolled oats & other grains
· Sidewalk chalk
· Jump ropes
· Soccer & Basketballs (new please)
· Toy cars
· Dolls & action figures
· Plush toys
· Spinners, fidgets, stress balls, squishies
· Stamps
· Sanitary napkins
· Individually packaged snacks (chips, granola bars, cookies, etc.)
· Apples
· Mandarins
· Instant hot chocolate packs
· Instant ramen in cups
· Stadium blankets (new please)
· Shoelaces
· Rosaries*
· Bibles in Spanish, French, Portuguese and Haitian Creole* 
*We often have individual requests for Qurans and other religious texts, and prayer beads and other religious items which we fulfill, but the need for Bibles and rosaries is constant.

Volunteering
If you have time on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday evenings or Saturday or Sunday mornings and would like to help out, please send an email to paxchristinj@gmail.com to sign up for a time slot. Visitor support hours are here. We are in particular need of people to volunteer on Monday beginning at 5:00 pm and on Saturday and Sunday beginning at noon. 

We are always looking for bilingual volunteers. Spanish is the greatest need, but we also sometimes need French, Haitian Creole and Arabic. 

We will hold a training session for new volunteers at
10 am on Saturday
6 pm Thursday
Please check in at the white tent.

Bearing Witness & Assisting with Releases
During non-visiting hours we also bear witness/holding vigil on Wednesday and Friday from 10 am - 12:00 pm. 

We are noticing that people are coming to the tent during the day when there are no visiting hours. If you are interested in helping out Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 am until 3 pm and Wednesday and Friday from 12 pm to 4 pm  please email paxchristinj@gmail.com with your interest and availability. 

Thank you for all your generosity. 

Peace & blessings,

--
Kathy O'Leary
Pax Christi NJ

